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ASOKA AND HIS HOUSE
'Greatest of gifts is the Law of Piety/ asokan inscription.
I
india is now to reap the fruits of the Buddha's sowing,
and to be quickened by the touch of Hellenism to new life.
We read in Herodotus that 'Cyrus in person brought the
upper regions of Asia under the yoke'; and we know that
he advanced as far as Balkh, the ancient capital of Bactria
—a key to the passes of India as to the great trade-routes
of China. Xenophon tells us that 'he conquered both
Bactrians an3 Indians' and that an embassy came to this
Great King from India. jMegasthenes and the writers who
quote him are agreed mat none before Alexander the
Great successfully invaded India", but it is certain that
whether Cyrus succeeded or not, Darius subjugated a
large part of the Punjab and all Sind, and Persian
influences were both widespread and profound for centuries
in India, as its art and architecture remain to provej Very
few 'darks'—the gold coins of Persia—have been found
in India, but Greek coins and medals abound—those of
Alexander and his satraps, and in them Persia exerts a
great and lasting influence on India.
Most interesting is the unique medal struck by Alex-
ander in India to commemorate his victory. It shows us
the noble Indian Raja Poros, seated on his elephant and
thrusting back at Taxiles, The ambassador of AleSHcler,
who has followed him on horseback with the offer of a
satrapj. The scene is vividly described by the Greek
historian of Alexander's invasion, and the reverse of the
medal shows us the great conqueror himself, holding in
one hand a spear and in the other what appears to be
a thunderbolt. If so he is posingJts Zeus i and we know
that he was fond of 'playing the god'. But that he kept
his sense of humour is provecT by this medal, which
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